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THE OPERATIONS OF THE ALAMO SCOUTS (SIXTH U,.S. ARMY
SFECIAL RECONNAISSANCE UNIT) ON SELECTED MISSIONS.
{ PERSONAL EXE RIENCE OF THE UNIT COMMARDER}

_ INTRODUCTION

: This monogreph .. sovers the operations of the Alamo Scouts in three
selected operations - The advanoced Racomais&ance of Los Negros Jaknd
on the night snd day of 27-26 Pebruary 19Lk, the rescue of sixty~six
Dutek and Javansge prisoners from the Japanese at Cape Oransbard, Dutch
Nw Guinea, L~5 Ootobey 194k , and the recannaisgance of Albay-Sovsogon
“area ,19 Pebruary-26 April, 19i5, on the Isknd of Lusen, P.I,

Bafore considering the mlssions in detail, it is mcsﬁa&z&r to take
& look at the situation in the Southwest Pacific Area which led to the
orﬁa::isatim of an advanced recommaisssnce unit,
~ Perhiaps nowhere eles on the babtlegrounds of World War IT 444 yesonn-
ai.i&aﬁnea play such & wital part as inv the War sgainst Japan, With every
amphibious landing & meparats operetion in itself, and with ssch msin-
tainsd by & long and pm&rﬁmg 3ine of conmunications, the commanders
QM% had to be correct, There was no opportunity for revision of
._plam once the landing foross had bsen committed to & beach asseult, hence
"1t hed %o be nearly f1awl sse yet alastic enough to mest tha aver present
 frictions of warfars, As never before in history, G-2 was @ llsed upon to
' eiiminqﬁe_ the uncertainties of terrain and the enemy situation,

_ " To mest the exacting demands of such warfare, the commander had the
aceepted organio intalligence agencies of iand, sea and air forces,
Invaluable as thess aids were in eliminating an obscure ensxy situation,
‘and in providing information of terrain which had never been adsquately
m pped, their limitations were readily apparent, The air observer or
asrial photography could not penetrats the dense cover of jungle vegetation,
nor could it pick up clevarly concealad enamy installations, Suldtsbility
é!;landing heaches or sites for Anding strips and staging for future
operations eould not always be pre-determined, All of these things had to
be known before the Havy could riek m& landings; before assanlt waves
émid sstablish a ssoure beschwhend, Furthemore, the demands of logistice
required that nothing be placed on the beaches which could not be exploited
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' 229 the ﬁzm:t in bring;mg Yo baar the tzm’aimd rsight ef ares zg&imt ths ,
;&W whoss mpﬁm%ixm for tensclous defense has never boen surpassed in
_the histmy o£ warfare.
A {lsnaral Km&zgw, Commanding Jensral of Sixth U,8, Arey was quiv:k o
gregomas tht inherent wssimeaaza of his organio Intelligence sgencles,
. :md'imédia‘ialy took steps to find a solution to them, - To suppimtt the
- finthizmaa u?;its already -&?&i&abla to him, he needed s long-armed,
" .epsoially yrained group of men who conld fanoop t0. conmuer! ix srese
far removed from allied controlled bases--in areas completely dominated
_by the enemy, While the ides was not novel in the Pacific, hav:lng heen
“uged to & certsin degree in Alaske a.nd by the llarines in operations
’"‘zaga;in&t Pacific Island strongholds, it was (}amral Kreuger who conceived
ri:he idsa of astabliahing a pamanent sconting unit s an intelligence

- am ai‘ hia aommand,

 Through Gol. H,V. White, his 0-2, the late -Col, F, W, Bradshaw of

' 3Ja,cksan,_ Wississippl was seleotsd to establish a training penter for
- ‘couts on Férguaon Island just off the BE tip of New Guinea, Ool. Bradshaw

: _%aa charged with the turaing out of a wllwtrained, well~conditioned 'gx'm‘:p
of men capablé of skillful and secret reconnsissance behind snemy lines

and within thelr ialond bases. With an innate orgamizational sbility
- and with a rave gift of leadership, Col. Bradshaw was able to xamiim

his mission in the incredibly short space of six weeke,

| To assure the succesa of m:ch an enterprise, it wan necsssary to selest
' ?érgmel wlth extreme care, In addition to having a sound background in
' gmund cowbat, 1t was rtquifsd that the men hava a '?figh aense of dutly,
intelligence with imagination, self disciplim, cemcm. sengse, good physieal - ,
| condition, and &n unselfish snd stable emotional background. While it wss o
) 52}?10%15131@:{:551&19 to expect teo find the desived attributes iz&\é‘e‘ary
iudﬁidnal, m' possessing the greatest nam‘mé of them were w&&a& .?0
ingire that there were no mantal maem%ims on the part of thoss chosen,
aach wan was roquired to be & mlmteezu

| Equal in importance to the ssleetion of personnel wes training. It was -
necaasary t0 plan a six wesk Yraining progrsnm whish would fit the men for |
e _
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h the ty*pa of tork in gmich they would be angage&. It was ncrz t&sible 73

' '--a%mt to train them 'bhcmghly in mry aub.jact fw i:hera was not smmxgh

: '_'.'_ts.ms. Recoguising that faot, and realiging that the men alveady would be
_'wall wlxwled in many mbdec’bs of & hasic nature, the pogrém provided

 for *refrester courses" in map reading, soouting and patrolling, and in

L mpens, Whi}.a 1ns lese emphssis was plawﬁ on the fwmr, more tims ﬁaa

devoteé to message writing, radic mnicat&ou, aerial p!wtagrapw, _
'intsqll_igea_zae, : a.nd the technique of field reconnaigsance, One subject which
&wMtObe new to all trainees was that of the employing of rubber boats
in 'nigix‘& mm&& lanﬂings, 4 great many hours were devoted to. this prﬁdti@é -
ami &a it proved to i:%s the cams in subsequent operations againat. the aw, -

'sm ahility 1o mgotiate rovgh aurf made pogaible the success of meny wiagiong,

. j | Eunning a closs second in importance to night landings was physical

. conditioning and swimming. One hour and a half esch dsy over & four week
'pemod s dﬂcmsd to all-round physical cmming and upon the completion
of t&e sourse, it was found that the men mra aggzws&vely p-spw&d both

- 'mt,m and physically for the damands of arducus missions in the field,

| . The six wak %mining ® riod was divided into fam z&s*binct phusss.
The firat thres and. & ‘hal? weeks wove apent largely in, the classroom and

.' on agzrw terrra.‘sn. ‘The lagt two and one half weeks concerned thessglves
w.tth a?amma field probime. which mtailad the practia&z ag:plieat&cn of

_ %hoa« mb;iacu studied in the first period. The wblms malvu ware

m a8 ma&:ﬁa&ia as posaﬁz}.a under conditions which clomely approximated |

‘_‘ﬁ:the& xh‘lah wau}.& mvail en missions in eney territory. Throughout the

o an‘bim peried, the Smportance of aﬁtent.iau to detail and caveful plaming
':'_xaa amphasised,

L '_j Short'&y afver t&zis Pirst oxperimental t-minﬁ.zzg period, and at a

| time. wkm sixth Aysy had yet t¢ engage in 2 m.;}or opsm’cé.an against the

" Jap misa, ‘General Kreagar had at his disposal a smell group of highly

: .*bmimd nen ﬁza emplaymt of uhiah bwm atand&rﬁ cparatiom prmadure

5 'as ﬁ'go m agams% Ja:pan geined mntw in ﬁaw Ouines. A8 the number of

- - mcmasm aomple%eﬁ nissiong &::emaad, the sxpe rience g&imd themhy weE.

| _}‘. . ;_pu'h to use in improving m training z:wgmm. Recommendations snd suggestions
"-hy t&m amﬁa nrs aamt’ally mnaiclamd and included in tha tra&z:inz ouryie
mm o :.
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The ah;ft frag’&aw_&ninaa to the Fhilippines was 2 treneition period for the

the Scouts. Not only weve they called upon to perform pure recormsissance
‘ut also to perform the function of an intelligence officer sperating
behind the enemy lines. Intelligence nets had to be established among
guerrilla units, and the information gained avalnatsd;iwhia new type of
1ﬁparaticn was alien to the ﬁaouba, for antil the landing in the Phil-
ippines their objective had been clearly defined in a mission type ardaru
- The use of iniggativa *AS ﬁsaanzial, and in many instances the teams had

to learn the hard wey, The importence of & sound b&ckgr&aﬁ& in iatelliganaé
procedure became sven more sppirent, and snemy order of hatile as well as
flayiesa méaaage writing had to be stressed in future training, However,
'in spite of the changes which had_océured, the sound prineiples of training
sot forth originall? proved &demquate in meeting the new eltuations, The fact

that not a single spout lost his liie in move than geventy suacessivl combat

missiona bore out not only the &wgortance of eareful tyaining and detailed
planning, but alss the irrefutable value of the palnstaking selsction of
parsaonnel, | | |
| As a remilt of a long and protracted assault ageinst the illegained
Japanese Empire, Ground Advanced Reconmaiasance game into its own. Through
the far-sightedness of General Kreuger, and ag & result of §«2's intelligent
‘exploitation of a novel experiment, the expenditure of the nation's most
precious commodity~~human life--was kept to a minimum; the certainty of
vltimate victoyy over Japan wes made oven more inaviﬁablag.
Each of tha.agventywcdd missions performed by the scouts from December
1903 to September 1945 fall intc one of the following typess
8, Pure Advanced Recomnaissance as typified by those missions
carried out for the most part during the New Guinea Campaign--reconn-
sipsance of enemy defenses, beaches, terrain, atc, where American oper-
ations were contemplated, far in advanee of our prasent locations,
| b, Resormaissance~Intsiligence missions as typlfied by thoss carried
out in the Philippines, These missions were concerned not only with:
advancad raconnalissange , but slso with organising interior guerrilla units,

establishing radio inﬁalligenca nata behind the Japeness lines &nd in

reporting enemy con&antrationa.ané movements.
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.. c.REdding Missions aai@ii’i&d by the f}abénatﬁan Prison Release, sund
by the mission described in ‘t‘.?iié‘ :‘;onégraph. The 3couts were not apacifi-
cally trained for this type of mission, and its assignment was rare. 1

The balance of the wanegiaph treoats with one of each of these typaes,

I~ ADVANCED HECONNAISSANGE OF 1OS NEGROS ISLAND:1( 27-28 February 19hk)
THE UENBRAL SITUATION ( Map 4)

" Tha pﬁﬁdd 15 Decembay 1943~ 2 January 19Lh saw succeasive Allied
landings on New Britain Island at A.ram(l‘} Dae L3} and at Caps (Jloucester
{26 Dec 43}, and on British New (uines at Saidor{Z Jan Uiy}, The succass
met and the fapi.:ii‘by with x?hich thase aperaﬁians: pmgn’ased made it poss-
ible to advance by several waeks the projected landing in the Admiralty
_Eslanﬁ§, The latter operation was calevlated not only to gesure for us
ﬁesireab}.a bages for 1&:16.,\ gog and alr o;mra:hion%, et also to dowinate
_ thé Japanese line of :::om:icatiom from the North to Rabaul{ New Britain)
and the Solomon islandsi to the Seuth, <§,} The. capture of the Admimlﬁie.a

" would bs tﬁe 1sst step in sealing off the BiemarkeSolomons Area from

.a}mpﬁly and reinforcement, and in denying its use to the enemy for effective
air and na&l operatione; lsaving garrisons totaling over 160,000 troops
in igolated impotance.(3) Accordingly, the scheduled landing in the Admir~
alties was advanced from. 1 April to no later than 2% Pebruary 194, (&)

._ By aar}y.?abm&:y enemy activity in the Adwiralty Oroup had deterior-
 ated greatly. On Los Negros Island activity had become imparceptaile, |
Serwicesbls aircraft on Momots Alrstrip had dissppsared and our own Fifth
| Kir Forse é&intsirxéd that the sneny had evscusted the Islard of Log Negros
"if_ not also Manus Isknd, (3)

| | * RECOHNAISSANCE PLANS -

. With the original landing set for 1 Aprdl, it had been planned to land
' a reconnaimsance party by submarine on the Western end of Manus Island,for
the ﬁ;;zrpaae of scouting out the anemy situation for a few wesks, With the
advaneing of the landing dste these plsns had to b cancelled, and the
coi;nmané;?;ng General, GHQ, SWP& called for & reconnaissance in fores by
elenents ofﬁix%h Army ‘in thé vieinity of Momote .é.ira’hr:ip,__." If the attackw
troops, limited to 800 men, found the area inadequately defended, they

' (1,2,5) Personal knowledgss (3,4) Rel,Pal,1l |
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w:ziti hold on and &wait minforcamnt, reconnaissance would then be trans- R

formed into in?asierw*{é} - . -ée
_ The Goxmandiag General, Sixth Aymy then made the decisio:z to land am
' minfarcad squadrun of the First Cavalry Divislon , and alss »:iirwwd that
one Alamo Scount ‘Z‘aanz\b& landed L8 hours prior to the invasion to determine
insofar as possible the enemy situetion in the Momots Avea of Los Hegros
Island, The landing was to be made under the covef of an airstrike on
Momote Alratrip, (7) _ _

Onge the misslon had besn asslgned, the designated team consisting of
one officer and five enlisted men reported to O-2 of Amy for briefing. A
camfai study was made of existing maps and air photoe and the knm snemy
situstion provided the background for the mission plan, G-2 estimated the
enemy strength on the island group te be approximately L300 in spite of
air mcozmaiémaa reports to the contrary, with 2400 on Los Negroes Island

f'or aindroma defonse,

'ﬂﬁSIQﬁi To detexmine the enemy situation in the Momote .Araa s Los Negros

Z&l&l‘?ﬁt
TEAMS  labt Lt, J.0, K. MoGowsn, Team Leader

S/5gt Ramives, Asst Teanm Leader

Cpl MeDonald

Cpl Roberte

Pfe Legoud
o Pri. Gomes

PLAN: To depart from Finschafen, N.G, 0300 26 February aboard a Navy PBY,

and arrive at dawn off the South Coest of Los Negros, Ths plans would lend
1/4 mile off shore from which point the team would land by rubber boat, The
pickwup time was set for dawn the following day, The landing would be
asoyered by an airstrike on Momobe Fisld, In detail, the team planned to
land just BW of Chepotup Point, SK of Momote Field, Upon landing snd after
8llw~round security had been establlished,the rubber boat would be deflated

~ and hidden in the vieinity of the landing point.(Map B)

' (6}._&»1, P.1ls {7) Personal Knowledge |
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Initially an aeimuth of L5 degrees would be followed to Porhamenemen
{reek where 8 crossing would be made into the area SW of the airstrip.
Using concealment, & reconnaissance of the entire Moﬁéta ares would be
made. The team planned to return Lo its pilck-up point by dark to await
pick-up at 0630 the following morning. Aside from the five man rubber
boat which would be their landing eraft, ?@3 twan planned to HoAr
bamouflaged'jungle suits; pondhoa}4§8§;f:;;bines, one fommy gun, and:

a few hand grenades plus one SCR 300 for commuhication with the plane
were carrisd, Two days supply of "K' rations were oczrried, In the event
that plok-up failed, the team planned to retrsat to the remote part
of Manus Isiand and attempt to contact friendly natives.
Execution: The team departed from Finschafen abv 0330 26th Februsry,
Because of & heavy storm, the pilot of the PBY felt that it would bs
very dangerous 1f not impossible to land at éea, and returned to
Finschafen at 0830 the same day. The team left Finschafen again at
0300 the following morning, 27th Februsry and the Catalina landed 4in
broad daylight at 06L5, 1/2 mile off shore. At this time it was found
that the boat could not be removed from the plane fully inflated and
- as a result iﬁ?ad to bs placed in the water partislly deflated and
_then pumped up, In broad daylight 1/2 mile off shore, neither the pilot
nor the team leader felt ssoure--partioularly asz there was no diver-
sionary sirstriks going on against the enewmy defenses, The bombing had
been rescheduled for 1000 hours. Siﬁcé thelgnding had been ﬁaﬁa 1/2
rile off shore instead of the plarmmed 1/h mile, the team had to paddls
-tWice as Par and be expossd 1o enemy abaervaﬁien twice as long, With
conditions as unfavorable as they were, the team leadsr later stated that
he felt his chances of getting ashore unobserved and of not meeting the
entire Japanese garrison waiting for him were non-sxistent,

~ The teem mede its landing however at 0715 Just KW of Chapotut Polnt.
ﬁfgar@racanncitaring the entire ares in the vieinity of the landing
painﬁ and sstiing up all-round seourity, the boat wae deflated and
hidden. The hiss of air as it escaped from thg“ggﬁﬂﬁgg”

m?w
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to the tham as if a thousand locomotives were letténg off steam,

| At O7LS the team leadsr led out on an asimuth of LS degrees
- toward Momote Alrstyvip. Progress through the heavy rain forested area
was slow and 4% wasn't until O9LS that the team encounteved the first
signe of enemy activity, These consisted of Conds vines sx%mdiz;g from
tree to tree shout five feet off the fround, The vinas apparently were
strung up as guldes for night movemsnt in the heavy wooded ares, At
1000 two ghort machine gun bursts were heard in the distance, and
shortly thereafter ocur bombers and fighters were heard bombing the
ememy airstrip. The heavy overhsad cover preventad tha team from
observing however, snd as the bumbing and strafing sounded very close
‘to their wa&tﬁm, the team lsader called a halt. When the strike was
~ over at sbout 01030, the team continued on the same agimuth &nd shortly
came BCTOES newly dug trenches yunning N¥ and SE for approximately 200
yerds, They were marked by vines rumning parallel to the trenches and
cemouflaged by branches and leaves still green and freshe The trenches
themselve g wore approximately two. feet wide and two fest deep. In the
same ares there were three probable machine gun emplacements, aﬂb_:}f)ﬁh
somecne was heard sereaming as in grest pain and zomeone alse trying to
quiet him down., Shortly thereafier a work detsil of 15 Japamsa‘wﬁa seon
from a position 15 yerds off & treil, They were moving down a tyail
parallel to the trenches, and one was carrying 2 shovsl, mzr somplaxe
don I'qaa fair and they appesred to bes in good health, Their unifoms,
slightly da,rgw ‘h&axz our khakis, were nest and new appearing, and their
caps were similar %o our fatigus cap but slightly higher and pointed in
front, One of the Japaness was aver six feet in height and well builtjall
were clean Shaven, ‘
o | Slightly beyond the trench area was what appeared to be a
bivounac é.rea of native style huts made of nips. As the team leader was
ohsewihg_ this, & Japanuse came around the turn in a trail and stopped
| within fifteen feet of him. The enemy soldier locked arcund and &t cne
time meemed to look the team leader right in the sye, The camouflagsd
suit and mud streaked face apparently blended in well with the surround-

wd
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ing -'_fa}.iag# however, for the Japanese shortly continued down the trail,
after attempting to get through io Porharsenemen Gmak, increasing
enony aoctivity in the area finally forced the team to abendon its efforts,
| : 4%t 1300 the team started back to the landing point on an
agimuth of 228 degmas. In oromeing a trall singly, the team besanms |
separatad ghen a group of Japanese sppeared - thres men having erossed
and the other two unable to do so at that point, The tesm was finally
able to rendesvous at the initial landing point st approximately 1800,
During the remaining hours of daylight, the Seam raconnoltered a3 mueh
of the coast as possible, A mmall, little usad track ran parallel to
the eaasi approximately 30 yards inland, There were no beaches as such
‘a8 far as could be seen , Rain Forest came vight down to the water edge
| and coral extendsd from the shore out in a veef which was uncovered at
low tide, At dark all-round securlty was eastablished in the Ming grea,
and the team remained there all nighte

| - Radio contact was wade with the FBY at &aim, and & fragmentary
report of the mission made to the readio operator of the plane in the svent
that the pick-up failed, The report that the ares was"lousey with nips"
. almost proved disasterous to the tesm on being picked up. The pilot was
80 anxious to get airborne that he almost ran the team down, never stopped
taxiing; and actually picked up the team on the run. The plane arrived
&t Finachalen at 0930 28 Pebruary 19l (8)
ANALYSIS AND GZ%I’I’IQIS&: _

¥hile tha ‘tesm had been unable to carry out itw mission

- eompletely in that 1t had besn unable to resch Momote Alrstrip because

of w:axgeut%d eneny aotivity in the aread where the trenches were

obgerved, thet intelligence in iteslf confirmed the belisf that the

~enemy occupled Los Negros in considerable strength, Defensive positions
- oW o{ Momote Field were located s and the genersl physical condition
_of the defenders detsrmined. The intelligence gmained by this mission
enablead tha. sirfores to plan more acourately the bombing og Los Negros,

" and sasisted the Task Foros Commander in his planning of the initial

_ | % néing, ﬁoncaming sdvanced resonnsissanece in Pacific operations of this

. type, %.his first Alamo Seout Mission pmd the roundness and prwﬁioahility

{8) Personal. anladga! Rwd 1
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of employing anall tma in this m:mez#.

1, It is highly weatisfactory, and ;!mparﬁim the suoceas
o:E‘ the sntire misgion to Jand an advance reconnaissence force in broad
daylight s0 obvicusly under the observation of the enemy, “aptured
doouments strongly indicated that the landing had lmen observed by

the eneny, and further that it may have caused a shift in enemy dispo-
sitlons for at dast one battalion moved S and SW of Mowote airetrip
just prior to the landing of the Task Fores on the 29th of Pebruary, In
this partioular instance this dlgposition worked to our advantage, for
the kanding wag not made by the Reconnaissance In Foroe on the South
Goast of Los Negros Ishnd, but 1t could have proved emls rrassing to
our forses had it besn made in that area, (9}

2, Cataline Flylng bosts are not suitable for }amiin;g reconn-
sissance slements in euch close proximity to the enemy, They cannot lend
in the dark, and are definitaly restriclted to fairly smooth water in
landing, | | |
| 3. The senfusion resulding in launching the rubber boat from

- the Catalina and in being picked up from the water was largely csused

by laek of ractice and rehersal on both the part of the plane crew and
tahé_ team, Had more time been available, the reed for rehersal was indicated.
Le A misaion of thie type should be executed afetr a night
inding N Barimaas affords more sesouriiy, ond definitly limits the
oppammty for absenﬁm by the enemy.
5¢ A'isam consisting of one officer and five men proved v'
1deal Zor the t.yz}& of mission salled for. It is small, easlly contrclled,
and highly mobile, In jungle terrain where the avenues of escupe are

practically unlimited, it was felt that the weaponz carried would prove

adsquate in massing enough firepower to cover & getawaye
Ge It 48 dengeyous to carry just osne vadis in with the team.

_‘31‘!13 success of the entire mission and the welfare of the team dependedon
~ the proper functiondng of the single SCR 300 taken in by the tesm, Two

radios should be taken in on landing whenever possib}.e«

(9) Personal k:noulsdge
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I1, GAPE ORANSBARI MISSION (k - 5 October 19kl ‘
Hispions To reseue and mmta a Dutch family of fourteen and
geveral Javansse who weve hald px;imz&. by the Japanese in &n une
nsmed village approximbiely Shree miles up the Maori River, The mumber
of enemy in the village was egtimstsd to be twenty-six. (10) |
Gomposition of the Tesms

et Lts Tom Rounsevills, Team Leadsr
1st Lt, Willism B, Nellist, Asst Team Leader
T/8gt Alfred Alfonso

8/8gt Thomas Siason

Sgt Harold Heyd

Cpl Andy B, Smith

T/5 Wilbert Wismer

Pfe Francis Laguier

Pfe Gile »t Cox

Pfe (alen Kittleson

Pfe Pranklin Fox

Pfoe Rufo Vaquilar

Ffa Bob Asls

2nd It Louie Rapmund, NICA, Interpretar
3 native guides, NEI

Conteat Teans

1st 1t John M, Dove

7/h William Watson

¥yt Charles HIl1

Mo, .M. 170 K.W. Sanders (USN)

OENERAL SITUATION _

The American landing et capa Sensapor, Dutch New Guinea on 30 July
194k was the last operstion on ths Isind of New Guiner, Followed on 15
September 194 by our landing on Morotai Isknd, the New Ouinea Campaign
was sifectively ciosad, The Allies now had powerful alrbesss and strong
groungd forces strategically located for another long step northward, New
ﬁiainaa ag & béga for enenmy operations had besn effectively neutralized,

agzﬁ over 200,000 Japanese troops had been by-paseed and isolated in' the
Southwest Pacific Area, (11) (VMap 2)

Among those aveas by-passed was included the Cape Oransbtari area on -
_ %&m western shore of Geelvink Bey, snd Just SW of Heoeafoor Isknd. §
'Xﬁ%ﬁmwm Information indicated that & Duteh family and several Javanesge
- were held prisoner by the isolated Japenese forces in the Maori River

{10) =33 (11) Rl
: | W
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ares, 4 previocus reconnaiasa os of the voastal area in that vicinity
in August ravealed that there ware probably several ilsolated enemy
pockeats inlend from the coast as well az a possible barge station at
the mouth of the Maord River, (12)
Landing Operation: (13}

8, The inding team and the contact team departed from Bisk Island
on b Ootober 19kl Using PT boats, the tesm arrived off of Caps Oransbari

&b approximately 1900 hours the seme day and weye landed in five man ,
‘.mbber asasult boats by the contact team 3 1/2 miles North of the Cape,
Two SCR 300 radics were varrisd by the landing team and & third wes
retained by the contact party on the lead PT teat for ship-towshore
communl.cation, Carbines, -3 Sub-Machine guna , smoke and fragmentation
g;'enaéea and hunting knives comprieed the team armament, Map C3{(32)

b, For aeuhrity on landing, one native guide was sent to the front,
ons to the right, and one to the left. The remainder of the team stayed
_at the landing point, The natives returned in twenty minntes with a
negative raport and the contact tesm was relesssd vo return to the walti~
ing PT boets, The team then proceeded in an gasterly direction on a
navive track so &8s to approach the native village .én the Haorl River
from the Tear, "

" ou The estimated time for the mission was 12 hours,
© Operations Ashove: (IU) |

The Scout Temm preceded by native guides continued :&lmg the tysil

“toward the objective, arriving at Polnt "A" at 0200 § October . { Map G)

At this point the team wag dispersed and sll-round ssourity esteblished,
%he natives were sent into the village to obtain last minute information
on enemy strength and dispositions, to locate the prisoners, snd to
ssoure if possidle additional guides, The netives retursed in forty~Lfive
ainutes with additionsl guides as well as the necessary Information,
Based on the information vesceived, the following plan was mades

‘8o The taw'lsaaar', six men and three native guides were to proceed
to Point "B*, a large native hut oceupied by eighteen Japanwse, (Map C)

| J12) Be53 {13,1k) R-6 .
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~ b The Aassiastent Team Leader, four men and two native guides were to
prmcee§ Lo ?oint KU whers 1t was repovted that four Japanese monnad an
outpost with two wachine guns, (Msp O)

"~ ¢s Two men and one native were to prooved to Point éﬁ” another hut
accupied by two Japansse Kempetal men and & natice chiefl who was being
held as hostage. ( Map C)

d» At approximately OLOO the signsl for simultaneous attacks on the
 four objectives would be the initial bust of fire from Point npy,

&, In the event thab the group at Point 0%, some 2 1/7 miles down the
Maori River could not hear the Piring in the villege, the Assistant Team
Leader was instructad to accomplish his mission at dewn.

: fe The Inteh interpreter with 4wo natives would move to the hute
eontaining the prisongrs &t Point »B% i&&&di&t@ly‘&fazr“Zhs fire’fight.

g; &:radia yeporied ZD be in the hud at "D¥ and Japanese supplies
-waﬁl& be deairoyed prior. to the departure of the grovup in the village
for Point MM :

. he Upon the auccessfﬁl aseomplishment of the miasion in the villags,
8 mﬁsaengar-would be dispatohed to Point "G“ sn bhat the Assigtant Team
lea er could notify ‘the qﬂntact Team to come in for a pick-up, a8 soon
faa the machine guns and pick-up point weye aaourad.
3xsauﬁi§n of the Plan:(ls)
 The Tean Leaders groﬁp spproached the hut at "B* and was in position

' atf@hﬁép The enamy‘%géféﬁép&ring & menl anﬁfﬁgx;%ﬁliviaus of the team!s
presence, The Tean Leader sllowsd another ten mimutes for the other groups
to get Into position and%zhaa opened fire. One white phosphorous gespade
was tossed into the It é@ facilitate more accurate firing and bstier &
' light&ng; Tha firing, beéiﬁniﬁg st OLID ceamad at 0413 and -the hut was surw
rounded, Six Japanese wafs then found in a trengh %0 the veayr of the hut,
Two of thess were killed and fonr ware badly wounded but managed to escaps
into a swamp twanty yarda Yo the rear of the hut. They could be heard
-soraaming and groaning, but the Leam msadar deemad 1t inadvisseable to enter
the swamp at that time, In the vieinlty of Polnt "B" twelve Japanese were
Tound dead, With the four inthe swamp, &1) were accounted for except two
who were believed to be hunting pigs in the bush, |
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, ﬁﬁ Pgint *D* the men entered the hut housing the two intslligence
men, on the initial burst from Point *BY, One was kmifed to death and
an attempt was made to capture the other, Unfortunately, howsver, he
was hit so Hard by one of the soouts that he died., The native chief
‘was released and the but thoroughly searched for documente,

Afer the firéighght in the village, the Duteh Officer-interpreter
rﬁaadéd'up tha.priaanars with bhe asaiﬁzanee of the overjoyed natives,

The Assistant Team Leader with foar men and the gulde at Polnt WO
ware in position at OLOO but failed to hesr the firing from the village,
At §§30 two men were placed on the left side of the haz; two on the
right and one to the rear in the directlon of the village, Thers was one
sentry on gnard in front of the hut, and shortly after 0530 three more
Japaness appesared in front near the sentry. The socouts opsned fire at this
‘tife killing two outright and badly wounding the others, The two wounded
were killed and the ares thoroughly searched, The two machine guna, of
Britdsh mak@, were found in good condition with an smple supply of
ammanitinn,?hia greup then astablished a amall per&m@tar with the machine~
guns abt the pick-up point, Point "F%, to safeguard the ewaeuazion. chn
arrival of the messenger from the village at approﬁimstely 0815, the
Contast Team waa'picked up on the radic and told to come in to Poini "FM,

In the meantime, the portion of the team in the villuge under the
direction of the Team Leader had completed preparing the rescued personnel
foy evacuation &t 0530, A phosphorous grenade was Lossed into the sneny
o, A‘ther@ita grenade wag iossed into the redio

"supulies setting them on,
trans&it%&r. The group then departed for the piek~up point with rear and
'fraﬁt security for the rescued sixty-six personnel. The entire parly waa
takeri aboard the PT Boate at 0700 5 October, The group returned to Blak
Island where the rescusd personnsl were turned over to the Dutech Authorities,
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM:

THe success of the mission dependa& 5ot only upen accurate &nd re-

liable Information of the enamy, bat also upon detalled planning, {law-

less sxscution Bo 8s bo achieve surprise, and cavsful coordination

el
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between all elements of the team. A an example of a night stiack, although

on & smell seale, the sxecution of the mission followed the bssic prise
ciples of surprise, datailed pianning, wlose coordinstion, and atiack
agéinst 1imited, well-defined objectives. The initial plan was followed
ﬁu:th& letier and success depended on each slement carrylng out its
partioular tagk, o

LESBDNS * V. '«u,: . | .
It was the opinion of many experienced personnel that it would have

been preferable for the tean to have laaﬁeé in the area a day sarlien
so:that & daylight reconnsissance of the ares could have been made, In
au?h:an'&bent plaming might have been more aceurate ané'many ungcertaln-
ties would have been eliminated.

~ The uss of native guides and an interpreter greatly facilltated the
&Qaprliahmenﬁ ofthe mission and lessened the time element required for

sxacution aonsiderably.

~17~-
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_lZZ 58&&8?1-893&6@83 PENNINSULA MISSION (39 Feb - 26 April 1945}
GEHERQH SI?Q&?KUK

The letter of instructions received from the Gommander»inwchiaf,

SWFA by the Commanding General, Sixth Army early in February outlining

the stratsgic oblectives of the Luson Campaign following the a&gtnre of’

Manils, bad aleo directed that Sixth Army press operations to open
Batangas Bay and clear the enemy from the area South of laguna de Bay.
(16) | | | |

In accordance with the above general insbructions, the Commanﬁing _
General, Sixth Arey planned to lard the 158th RUT (Reinforced) at
Logaspl on 1 April 194% with the mission of reducing the snemy defenses

in the lLegaspi-Sorsogon area, and then of pushing NF to effzet & junction

with the American slements moving SE {rom lLaguna de Bay into the Penn-
inﬁula, The overall stratagic results dealred wefe to secure the
northern exit to San Bernadino Strait. (xi)
In addition to scatterad slements in the Scrsegcn-albay areas, the

\ J&g&n&a& wers belie?@duto have a highly organized beach defenss system
at Lagaspl, reinforoed by artillery ranging from 105 mm howitzers to
sl in@h_coaat defense gung. It was estimated that an enemy force of
' betw%aﬁ 1500 and 2000 men woere located 1in the organized defsnsive ares
Legaspi~Camalig-Mt. Bariwy. {18}
. {ther than the above information of the enemy, however, the sli-
uation was obscure, and in order to clarify it, the decision was made
by the Qaﬁmanding General, Bixth Army to send one Alaﬁo Saout teaml
into the area prior to the landing at Legaspl. (19) Map D
Wigsions _

" To land in the Sorsogonwilbay area, develop the snemy situation
after g@ﬁ%aezing guerrilla anits, and wire out all enemy information
and recommsnﬁationa for gasrrilza supply. (20}
: (lﬁ) B-74ps 6L~55 3 (1?) Perasonel. knowledge; (18} Rw7,p.65;(19) Personal
Knowledge (20) ReB
_ 5.
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Conmpesition of il Teans.

Willlam B, Neilist, 1at L., Team Leaﬁsr

¥ilbert Wismer, Sgt., Asst. Team lLeader

ﬁ.ndy Sm% sgto

Oalen Kittlesun; Sgb.

Robart Aslg, Sgb.

Thomas Siagson, 8/8gt.

Vineent Quipe, Fhilipping Message Center radio operator
Plany _

To &&part Lingay&n Gulf wia aazalina Flying Beal and land at
Hegallanﬂa which was known to0 be free of the enemy. Upon landing, to
contant gnérrilla elamants Iloeated there, verify onemy dispositdons
in the Sorssgon ares snd then cover Albay Province on order from Sixth

- Army.
Exeeution of the Hissicn: (21)
The team left—Lingayan on 19 Febrﬁary‘i9u5 and were landed by

Catalina the aaéﬁﬂﬁay at 1000 at Hegallanes, QOuerrillas of the
Bscudere unit were contacted there, snd after dark the team pro-
ceeded by banca to Casipuran snd byy feot to San Juan, then HQ of
the Essudero unit, '

Upon &rrival at Ban Jvan, the Guerrilla lasder reported that the
only enemy concentrations in the area wers at San Francisco and Bulan,
zéfanmatian'ﬂas not, considersd relisble by the team lsader and he
requested an ampunition drop at Saen Juan., Esomderc was instruclted o
meet the team leader st Bulan after receiving the drop. Three wembers
of the team were left at Sen Juan, and the rest of the team procesded
by foot to the vieinity of San Franelseo, arriéing thers on 22 Febw
reary. Headquarters of the tesm was established near Bulan on the
23xd February, R&connaigaane& of thgentire area was made, and
éscaptd Formogens and one captured Japanese were guestionsd. JIne
telligence conesraning the'eﬁamy dispositiﬁﬁé.in,the WG OWNns wag
iadic&d to Sixth Army Headquarters. On the 27th of February, a radic
Prom Sixth Awmy requested that 4 beach waconneissance of the Bulan
ares be made. Using native bancas, soundingg and a reconnalssance |
were made on the nightlaf the 27th.

(21} B8
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'- On 28 February the team leader sent thraa’msﬁ to Je¥ezlar, ﬁlbayé
to make & check on sctivities in that ares in anticipaticn of early
orders from Sixth drmy for the teéwm to develop ths alby situation,
Making the trip by banca at night, the men took & radio wlth them,
. On 29 February, the guerrila }aa&sr Escudereo arrived at the team
_ headquarters nesy Bulan wi%h_?ﬁ& arma, %&s Lapus Unit which was operatw
ing in Sorsogon was having trouble with Escudere go the team lsader
took command of both groups to eliminate friction and discord. On
Marck 1 and 2 the Japanese garrisons outsids of Bulan were driven into
-_%Se-taan proper by atiscks led by the scouts. The town was saptured on
3 ¥arsh and.she remaining aﬁamy £isd to Ban Francisco whioh was the only
remaining'enamy garrisen on Sorsogon. nﬁring‘tha aneny retreat v San
Franelsao, three scouts ambushed 17 Japgﬂései Slxteen ware killed and
' one aséapéd; A roster captured in the town indioceted that 159 Japanese
had left Capul and landed in Sorsogon in small groups with the intent
to infiitraia north to ﬁlﬁéy, It is believed that %%QSB.ZerB killed
by guerrilla aetion and that none arvived in Albay Frovince., 48 & ryesull
| - of the Bulan action,: 30 Japsness were killed and 7 guerrillas killed aﬁd
six wounded, The wcundad personnel were ‘evacuated by PT boat,

On L Merch & message from Army directed the scout team to procede

to Albsy for the purpose of developing the situation there, The tean
departed the night of the fourth by banca to Donsol and by foot to
_3ovellar, Albay and established hesdquarters at the latter point on

& Marsh, A6 soon as radlo: communications were re-sstablished with Ay,

the tsam was requested to make 8 beach reconnalasance of Malacbalac.

- Three soouts with & redio wers sent down the Jovellay River and up the
cozst bo Malacbalac by bence., The report of the reconnaissance was
gent into &rmy on the 8@% of March,

- On 9 March the team leader was plaoed in command of all guexrilla
unite in Sorsogon and Albay on order from sixth Army, A conference was
called of all guarrilla'la&déré in Albay %helfallawing day at which
'zima_aacﬁ@rs were sasigned for sach unit. In genersl a guerrilla line

w0
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uas placed arcund the ceneentr&ﬁien of enemy in C&malig, Legaapi, and
Daraga, and & force placed &t Hasisl to prevsnz infiltratien of the
_Japanas& novrth to Mt. Isarog, This disposition wis not changed until
fhe arrival of the American Landing Force at lLegaspl on 1 April, During
this perdod there wera dally contacts with the enemy and aéentually
all of thelr outposts wers driven into én sren called "Litile Bataan",
‘the gensral Legaspi-legaspi Port area. During this peéioﬁ a persanent
drop area was established in the vicinity of Jovellar where two scouis
were placed in chargs of the drop Operatiohs and supply dump, Thé rest
of ihe team remained near Camallg in radio contact with Army. With the
dropping of 250 démell arms with ammunition; the scout-guerrills force
had approximately 700 amall arms, 3 bazookas, i LOM's, L Blmm mortars
Cand 2 eal, 50 heavies in Albay Frovince. & guerrilis commmication net
was pal up 8o that there was radio comminication with the five units in
Albay, In contacts with ﬁr&y,'boﬁb strikes wers requested against pine
péinteé %&%ge%a; The resulbing bombardwent wag sxcellent.

 On 27 March ihe seout radie station wes placed in direct contact
with the Task Force (158 RCT) then on its way to effect & landing at
_ Legaspl. Port. Géntast'waa maintainted wuntil the 1 nding on 1 April at
which time ths Team Leader reported to the Gommanding General of the
Task force to work with the Headqusrters on intelligence and enploy-
mint of guerrilla units,

On Eozgpril scouts book 130 anméd.gnarrillaa of the HRudolfo
unit to Catanduanes Island, In five days 86 of the estimated 117
Japanese on the island.%ere ¥1lled, and on the E5th they rsported
that only a faw enemy scattersad In the hills remained.
Tha team leoft legaspi Pori aboard 4 supply ship returning o

Lingayan Gulf on 26 April and arrived at Sixth Arsy ab 1100 27 April.
ANALTSIS AND CRITICISK:

e intelligence gained during the mission proved to be invaluable
Y
to the Task Force meking the landing st Legaspl Port on 1 April 1945,
In addition to the information gained during the long mission, constant

,.L_“:._ L
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h&rraésment by organized end avly lead gaérrilla units beattefed the
defendlng enomy and greatly reduced his ability to concentrate any
appraeiable fores against the task force landing., Leadership of the
Scout Teﬁm leader in ellminating friciion between discordant guerrilla
unite was oubetanding and 1t wes through hig afforts that it was
- possible to mei& them inte an effective fighting unit. Despite the small
‘group of scouta whish the team leader had at his disposal to accomplish
his mission, the inftiative displayed by the individual team wembers in
.'earhying éat their aasigned tasks assured socceesss., In considering the
gize of the area in which the team operaﬁ&é,.it might have been better
ta.have'seﬁﬁ in two szout feams to accomplish vhe misslon, However,
with the team lending so far in advance of the actual Task Force operation
8% Legaspl Port, more thag sulficlent time was available o cov&r.the
sntirs Sorsogon-Albay Area, - _

Without a thorough knowledgs and appreciation of intallig&gﬁ& ;
proc&d&res and ppinciples, the teams would not have been abls 1o ;;camplish
ita_zask, A good radio intslligence net was essential so thal ths wealth
of‘infor&atien available eould'be gathered, evaluated and put to best ‘
uss through Sixth Army and later. to ths Task Force at sed.

A1l gusrrilla gnd civilian information will be highly exaggerated
bui by careful and thorough quaaticniag it 18 possible to srrive ab
K. fairzy rellable sstimate. ' —

For the sske of diplomacy and taei, contact should be mads with all
the imgcrtant pecple in 2 locallty. Then contact should be made with
the guerrilla l&aéérs and the mission thoroughly explained to thes, If
the guerrilla leaders are told that the information gathersd by them
w1l be reported to Army Headquarters with mention of their names, effort
on thelir parﬁ‘wili be increased immensly.

s factio&aé in an area should be contacted. Different politicsl
graﬁps éftan Ly to run-daxn'and discredit other groups. ﬁy-ga&h§§ing
2w
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information from all of them the intelligence value can be better
éeterm&ned.

Road watohss and OP'a marned by eivilians and guerrillas have to
_ Se'chscked frequently as the untrained personnal leave thelir posts
with ;gm!at. vegularity.

Givilian officials are often the beat source »f information, The
enemy will alwaya contuct these people when they want carriers or apsistance
such a8 certs or food, Frequently the officials are familiar with
the officers, the name of the unit, the number of arms and its
physical condition and morals.

_ It ig necessary Lo agocompany odvilians and guerrillas to some
point where the information can be pointed out as i;hey generally have
‘no &ﬁnraciatian of terrain or maps.

When American soldiers are uround the native personnal, both
eivilian and guerrills are inclined to become carelsss. It is necessary
to ohesk freqaea%ly when these people are manning goard posts, outw
pasta oy used nBg soouts,

At least two SCR-6%L's should ba carried on such & missicn with
pl&nzy of sgpare tubes &nd badtsries,

A more than adequate:supply of medicinals should be carried as
the team will be expscied to teeat native personnel and guerrilla
pasualties a8 well as their sick. For the same reason, asple supplies

of cigarettes shotld be taken along as they are in great demard.




